
 

Measles outbreak hits third Canadian
province

February 11 2015

An outbreak of measles with at least one case linked to a flare-up of the
virus in the neighboring United States has struck Canada, public health
officials said Wednesday.

Quebec said 10 cases have been confirmed northeast of Montreal.

An infant in Winnipeg, Manitoba, as well as eight people in Toronto and
Niagara Falls, Ontario also contracted the virus in recent weeks.

All of the cases involved people who were not vaccinated against
measles. Only one was directly linked to an outbreak clustered around
the Disneyland amusement park in California.

"Our investigation has found that the first person to be infected in
Quebec contracted the virus during a trip to a fantasy park in California,
where other cases were reported," Quebec's public health agency said in
a statement.

Presumably the virus was then spread to the other nine in the province
upon their return.

Meanwhile, Ontario has ruled out a link to Disneyland in all but one case
in the province, which it is still investigating.

A Manitoba public health official told AFP the Winnipeg infant likely
contracted the virus during a recent family trip to India in which they
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transited through the United States.

Canada has been free of endemic measles since 1998, except for an
outbreak in 2011 in Quebec that reached 700 cases and was the biggest
outbreak in North America.
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