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Looking up students on Facebook and social networking sites is associated with
serious ethical concerns, according to a perspective piece published in the March
issue of the Journal of Graduate Medical Education.

(HealthDay)—Looking up students on Facebook and social networking
sites (SNS) is associated with serious ethical concerns, according to a
perspective piece published in the March issue of the Journal of
Graduate Medical Education.

Deva M. Wells, from the University of Washington School of Medicine
in Seattle, discusses the issues relating to use of SNS in evaluating
applicants to medical schools and residency programs.

Noting that almost every state medical board has handled at least one
case of online unprofessionalism, Wells suggests that uncovering
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worrisome online behavior may seem useful and justified. However, it is
unclear whether the public availability of details of an applicant's
personal life and behavior justify actively pursuing them. Facebook and
other SNS can make momentary indiscretions of the past indelible,
although students may have matured since these incidents. Much of the
information that can be directly ascertained or inferred from Facebook
would be illegal to obtain during in-person interviews. Less sensitive
information could also lead to an unfair appraisal. Misinterpretation of
SNS content and implicit bias could further undermine a fair evaluation
for applicants.

"Applicants would be wise to consider the potential impact of their
online behavior on their professional development as physicians-in-
training and on the profession as a whole," Wells writes. "At the same
time, medical educators should be mindful of how they use SNS to
evaluate applicants' qualifications."

  More information: Full Text

Copyright © 2015 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Ethical implications for looking up applicants on facebook (2015, April 16) retrieved
20 March 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2015-04-ethical-implications-applicants-facebook.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.jgme.org/doi/full/10.4300/JGME-D-14-00363.1
http://www.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2015-04-ethical-implications-applicants-facebook.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

