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Demyelination by MS. The CD68 colored tissue shows several macrophages in
the area of the lesion. Original scale 1:100. Credit: CC BY-SA 3.0 Marvin
101/Wikipedia

 French biotechnology company MedDay on Friday announced
encouraging results for a multiple sclerosis (MS) drug trial, saying it
decreased its progress and in some cases led to a "significant
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improvement" for sufferers.

"This is the first time that a drug has been able to decrease the rate of
disease progression in addition to improving a significant proportion of
patients with progressive MS," said MedDay CEO Frederic Sedel in a
statement.

The experimental MD1003 drug underwent Phase III clinical trial, the
last stage before filing for authorisation to market the drug in the
treatment of primary and secondary progressive multiple sclerosis.

The results of the study, presented Friday to the annual meeting of the
American Academy of Neurology, were encouraging, said Professor
Ayman Tourbah, the study's principal investigator.

"The rapid rate of recruitment into this multi-centre study illustrates the
serious need for a well-tolerated drug by patients with primary and
secondary progressive multiple sclerosis," he added in the company's
statement.

"The significant proportion of patients showing improvement at twelve
months, coupled with the decrease in risk of disease progression
demonstrated here, makes MD1003 a potentially important new therapy
for patients and clinicians in the field of MS."

The application process to license the drug will begin when all the test
results are in, expected by the end of the year.

© 2015 AFP

Citation: French firm announces multiple sclerosis drug breakthrough (2015, April 24) retrieved
20 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2015-04-french-firm-multiple-sclerosis-drug.html

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/multiple+sclerosis/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/disease+progression/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2015-04-french-firm-multiple-sclerosis-drug.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://www.tcpdf.org

