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Report also suggests racial disparities in healthcare improving under new law.

(HealthDay)—Americans' access to health care is improving under
President Barack Obama's health care law, with greater gains among
blacks and Hispanics than among whites, according to a federal
government report.

The proportion of uninsured adults under 65 fell from a high of 22
percent in 2010 to 16 percent in the second quarter of 2014, after the
implementation of "Obamacare," the Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality (AHRQ) said.

"These findings indicate that the Affordable Care Act's Health Insurance
Marketplaces is making health insurance available to millions of
Americans who might otherwise have been uninsured," AHRQ Director
Richard Kronick said in an agency news release.
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And, the agency noted that this data only includes the first open
enrollment period for Obamacare, which is also known as the
Affordable Care Act.

From the last quarter of 2013 to the first half of 2014, the percentage of
uninsured adults fell from 40 percent to 33 percent among Hispanics. In
blacks, the percentage of uninsured adults dropped from 25 percent to
16 percent during that time, and for whites, the number of uninsured
went from 14 percent to 11 percent.

The report also said that racial disparities for certain health services have
been eliminated. Black children now receive the measles-mumps-rubella
vaccinations at similar rates that white children do. Obese Hispanic
adults are now getting nutrition counseling at rates similar to other
adults. American Indian children are getting hepatitis B vaccinations at
rates similar to other children now, the reports said.

Between 2013 and June 2014, the percentage of people who have a usual
place to go to for medical care rose slightly for all races. Hispanics had
the largest gain, with 82 percent now having a usual place for medical
care, up from 79 percent.

However, Hispanics and blacks still have lower access to health care for
about half of the measures included in the report, including problems or
delays in receiving care, the AHRQ said.

The National Quality and Disparities Report, prepared by the AHRQ, is
mandated by Congress. The report has been issued every year since
2003. The report said the overall quality of care is improving, but
millions of patients are still harmed by adverse events that occur during 
medical care.

  More information: The American Academy of Family Physicians has
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more about health insurance.

Copyright © 2015 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Number of uninsured adults decreasing under Obamacare (2015, April 10) retrieved 25
April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2015-04-uninsured-adults-decreasing-obamacare.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://familydoctor.org/familydoctor/en/healthcare-management/insurance-bills/health-insurance-understanding-what-it-covers/preventive-services.printerview.html
http://www.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2015-04-uninsured-adults-decreasing-obamacare.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

