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S. Korea MERS outbreak claims 24th victim

June 19 2015

South Korea on Friday reported its 24th death from the MERS virus and

one new case as its battle to contain the outbreak appeared to be paying
off.

This brought to 166 the total number of confirmed cases since the first
one was diagnosed on May 20, the health ministry said.

The number of people in quarantine has fallen 12 percent from the
previous day to 5,930.

Currently, 112 patients are in hospital for treatment and 30 others have
been cured and released.

World Health Organization chief Margaret Chan expressed guarded
optimism Thursday over South Korea's ability to contain the outbreak,
saying it was now "on a very good footing" after an initially slow
response.

"The MERS outbreak will be brought under control... although it may
take a little longer than everyone would like to see," said Chan in Seoul.

She said the government had admitted it got off to a "slow start" but that
its efforts strengthened "very quickly and systemically and very
significantly"”, resulting in a decline in new cases.

The good news is that scientists have not detected any genetic change in
the virus, she added.
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