
 

Many parents unaware of plans for
emergencies at preschools and child care
centers
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Parents of children ages 0-5 were asked about awareness of emergency plans for
child's preschool or child care center. Credit: University of Michigan's C.S. Mott
Children's Hospital National Poll on Children's Health
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If your child's preschool or child care were affected by a tornado, fire or
violent situation, would you know the center's emergency plan to keep
the children as safe as possible?

For some parents, the answer may be no, according to a report today
from University of Michigan's C.S. Mott Children's Hospital National
Poll on Children's Health.

In a recent poll, 39 percent of parents of children ages 0-5 say their
child's preschool or child care center has been affected recently by an 
emergency situation due to severe weather, a power outage, an
evacuation or violent situation. However, only 37 percent are aware of
an emergency plan for their center that is available online and just 39
percent say their center has a method of identifying children if an
evacuation became necessary.

"Young children can be especially vulnerable during emergencies like a
hurricane or violent community situation," says lead researcher Andrew
Hashikawa, M.D., M.S., an emergency physician at U-M's C.S. Mott
Children's Hospital.

"Our poll raises serious questions about how informed parents are about
the plans preschools and child care centers have in place to respond to
emergencies. Many centers may be well prepared to handle these types
of events, but emergency plans are much less likely to work if parents
don't know about them."

Parents report that the following emergencies have affected their
children's preschool or child care center over the past two years:

23 percent had a significant power outage
23 percent experienced severe weather (tornado, blizzard, or
hurricane)
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8 percent had an evacuation for fire, flood, chemical, or gas leak
8 percent experienced a lock-down for a violent situation at the
center or in the community

Other findings parents report about emergency preparedness at their
child's preschool or child care center:

65 percent say their center stores emergency contact information
and health information digitally, to permit easy retrieval in case
of evacuation
65 percent are aware of a plan for rapid communication of an
emergency evacuation (text, email or cell phone)
63 percent say their center has a process to confirm the identity
of adults at pick up time if evacuation became necessary.
40 percent report their child's center has enough car seats or
vehicles if evacuation became necessary

"As we have seen with natural disasters like Hurricane Katrina,
emergency plans created to protect young children are critical. Any gaps
in communication about these plans between parents and child care
providers are concerning," says Hashikawa.

"The American Academy of Pediatrics strongly encourages all parents to
learn what plans their child's preschool or child care center has in place
in case of an emergency and where to find this information. We want to
ensure that parents and centers are on the same page when it comes to
responding to unexpected events and that children may be safely
reunited with parents as soon as possible."

  More information: For the full report: C.S. Mott Children's Hospital
National Poll on Children's Health: MottNPCH.org 

Resources:
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School Safety during Emergencies: What Parents Need to Know,
American Academy of Pediatrics: 
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/safety-prevention/all-around/Pa
ges/Actions-Schools-Are-Taking-to-Make-Themselves-Safer.aspx

Family Readiness Kit: http://www2.aap.org/family/frk/aapfrkfull.pdf
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