
 

Neurotoxicity seen with acyclovir at
recommended dose in dialysis
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(HealthDay)—Acyclovir-induced neurotoxicity should be considered for
patients with herpes zoster on hemodialysis, according to a case report
published online Nov. 21 in the Journal of Dermatology.

Reiko Kageyama and Hideo Hashizume, M.D., Ph.D., from the Shimada
Municipal Hospital in Japan, document the case of a 75-year-old man
with chronic renal failure who had been on hemodialysis for two years
and presented with sudden appearance of erythema with multiple blisters
on his right T1-T2 dermatomes. The patient complained of headache and
pain in his right arm and was diagnosed with herpes zoster.

The researchers note that the patient was admitted for herpes zoster
treatment. After two intravenous doses of 125 mg acyclovir per day,
initiated on successive days, as recommended by the manufacturer's data
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sheet, the patient suddenly complained of visual hallucinations and
dysarthria and dyskinesia of the arms and legs. The patient had slurred
speech and intact cranial nerves on neurological examination. No
specific findings were seen on brain computed tomography and magnetic
resonance imaging; normal blood sugar levels and no ammonemia were
seen on laboratory examination. Acyclovir was immediately
discontinued and the patient's neurological symptoms improved; three
days later his clinical symptoms disappeared completely.

"The dosing recommended by the manufacturer's data sheet does not
consider prevention of acyclovir-induced neurotoxicity," the authors
write. "This highlights the importance of careful clinical monitoring in 
renal failure patients with herpes zoster who are receiving even the
recommended acyclovir dosing regimen."

  More information: Full Text (subscription or payment may be
required)
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