
 

Babies, mothers possibly exposed to TB at
Calif. hospital

December 12 2015

A Northern California hospital says hundreds of babies, mothers and
employees may have been exposed to a nurse with tuberculosis and that
the infants will need an antibiotic treatment.

The San Jose Mercury News reports Santa Clara County officials are
trying to track down 350 babies and their parents who may have been
exposed to a nurse with tuberculosis at Valley Medical Center's mother
and infant care center.

The medical center's head of pediatrics Dr. Stephen Harris Officials said
Friday that those who came into contact with the nurse will have to
undergo testing for the potentially deadly disease.

He says that as a precaution all 350 infants born between August and
November will have to undergo an antibiotic treatment even if they don't
test positive for the disease.

Tuberculosis is a bacterial infection that usually strikes the lungs,
spreading through coughs and sneezes.
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