
 

Hondurans mobilize to wipe out Zika

February 7 2016

Armed with brooms, spades and hoes, Hondurans by the thousands took
part in a day of national mobilization to try and eradicate mosquitoes
carrying the Zika virus, the government said.

Some 200,000 residents of this Central American nation spent Saturday
ridding homes and gardens of standing water and fumigating areas
suspected of harboring larvae from the virus-carrying mosquito.

Although the symptoms associated with Zika virus are relatively mild,
the scourge currently sweeping Latin America and the Caribbean is
suspected of causing severe birth defects in newborns and has been
linked to neurological ailments affecting adults.

Honduras, which earlier this week declared a state of emergency because
of the rapidly spreading virus, now has some 4,400 confirmed cases of
Zika since mid-December.

President Juan Orlando Hernandez has allocated an initial tranche of $10
million in an attempt to halt the spread of the virus.

"The data is clear: each day, the number of cases of this terrible illness
increases," Hernandez said Saturday as the massive eradication effort got
underway.

Hernandez urged his countrymen to be fully "conscious of the problem
that we're confronting."
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Hondurans are called upon "to unite against Zika, our common enemy,"
he added.

Zika causes flu-like symptoms and a rash, and is so mild that it goes
undetected in 70 to 80 percent of cases.

There is currently no specific treatment for Zika and no way to prevent
it other than avoiding mosquito bites.

The Honduran government said that among the 200,000 people enlisted
to take part in the mosquito eradication effort were students, civil
servants, soldiers and police, among other workers.

"My house is now clean," said Maria Martinez, a resident of the Hato de
Enmedio neighborhood of the Honduran capital Tegucigalpa.

"I'm afraid of Zika, and that's whey I've gotten rid of all receptacles
containing water," she said.

The nation's health minister Yolani Batres said that despite the high
number of Zika infections, there are so far no confirmed cases of Zika-
linked microcephaly, or abnormally small heads and brains, which have
been widely diagnosed in Brazil, the country hardest hit by the outbreak.

Colombia, the country with the second-worst outbreak, has announced
three deaths blamed on Zika.

Colombia also has seen a sharp increase in a rare neurological condition
called Guillain-Barre syndrome, which can cause paralysis and even
death.

The World Health Organization, which has declared an international
emergency because of outbreak, warns that Zika could infect up to four
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million people in the Americas and spread worldwide.

Health officials in Honduras said 16 pregnant women are believed to
have contracted the virus, and that officials are awaiting the results of
testing on samples sent to the United States for confirmation.

© 2016 AFP

Citation: Hondurans mobilize to wipe out Zika (2016, February 7) retrieved 26 April 2024 from 
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-02-hondurans-mobilize-zika.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-02-hondurans-mobilize-zika.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

