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(HealthDay)—Nontechnical diagnostic and management capabilities
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improve during otolaryngology training, as demonstrated by higher
Clinical Practice Instrument (CPI) scores in the fourth and fifth years as
compared to year two, according to a study published online Feb. 25 in 
JAMA Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery.

Jennifer J. Shin, M.D., from Harvard Medical School in Boston, and
colleagues used the CPI to measure nontechnical diagnostic and
management skills during otolaryngology residency training. The authors
examined progression in residents' ability to evaluate, diagnose, and
manage case-based clinical scenarios using the CPI. Data were included
from 248 evaluations performed on 45 otolaryngology resident trainees
at regular intervals.

The researchers found that total scores differed significantly among
postgraduate year (PGY) levels of training, with lower scores seen in
PGY-2 versus PGY-4 or PGY-5 (44 versus 64 or 69, respectively; P 

"Standardized interval evaluation with the CPI demonstrates
improvement in qualitative diagnostic and management capabilities as
PGY levels advance," the authors write.

Several authors disclosed the receipt of publishing royalties.
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