
 

WHO: Zika vaccines at least 18 months away
from broad trials (Update)

February 12 2016, byJamey Keaten

  
 

  

Marie-Paule Kieny, Assistant Director-General, Health Systems and Innovation,
of World Health Organization, WHO, speaks during a press conference at the
European headquarters of the United Nations, in Geneva, Switzerland, on Friday,
Feb. 12, 2016. The World Health Organization says possible Zika vaccines are at
least 18 months away from large-scale trials. WHO assistant director-general for
health systems and innovation Marie-Paule Kieny says the U.N. health agency's
response is "proceeding very quickly" and 15 companies or groups have been
identified as possible participants in the hunt for vaccines. (Martial
Trezzini/Keystone via AP)
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Possible Zika vaccines are at least 18 months away from large-scale
trials, the World Health Organization said Friday, while advising
pregnant women to consider delaying travel to areas where the mosquito-
borne virus has turned up amid concerns it may be linked to abnormally
small heads in newborn children.

Marie-Paule Kieny, WHO assistant director-general for health systems
and innovation, says the U.N. health agency's response is "proceeding
very quickly" and that 15 companies or groups have been identified as
possible participants in the hunt for vaccines.

"Our knowledge of what is currently in the pipeline tells us that it will
take approximately 18 months before a vaccine can be launched into
large scale trial to demonstrate efficacy," Kieny told reporters in
Geneva.

Concerns have grown in recent months about a Zika outbreak that has
affected at least 33 countries—mostly in South and Central America. In
Brazil, an epicenter of the outbreak, the spike in cases has coincided
with a mysterious rise in cases of microcephaly, or abnormally small
heads, in newborn children.

WHO believes the link between the virus and microcephaly in some
newborns is "more and more probable," Kieny said, but it will likely take
"weeks to a few months" to determine whether a firm link exists.
Agency officials had previously said they believed it would take at least
six months.
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Kieny said that different types of possible vaccines—such as live or
killed virus, or use of DNA vaccines—may lead to differences in timing
on development, but developers "are all starting at a very basic level for
the time being."

WHO also issued updated guidelines about travel to Zika-affected areas,
saying pregnant women should consult with their health care providers
and should "consider delaying travel to any area where locally acquired
Zika infection is occurring."

It previously only advised women who are pregnant, or hoping to
become pregnant, to protect themselves from the bites of the mosquito
that transmits the virus.

In a statement, the agency noted that the virus was not spread by person-
to-person contact, "though a small number of cases of sexual
transmission have been documented." WHO also advised men and
women returning from Zika-affected areas to practice safe sex
"including through the correct and consistent use of condoms," but didn't
specify for how long.
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A gynecologist examines a rash on the arm of six-weeks pregnant Daniela
Rodriguez, 19, who was diagnosed with the Zika virus at the Erasmo Meoz
Hospital in Cucuta, Colombia, Thursday, Feb. 11, 2016. The most common
symptoms of Zika are fever, rash, joint pain, or conjunctivitis. (AP
Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)
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A city worker sprays insecticide to kill mosquitoes after class hours at a school in
Cucuta, capital of Norte de Santander state, on Colombia's northeastern border
with Venezuela, Thursday, Feb. 11, 2016. Norte de Santander is the state with
the highest cases of Zika virus cases in the country. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)

© 2016 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: WHO: Zika vaccines at least 18 months away from broad trials (Update) (2016,
February 12) retrieved 25 April 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-02-zika-
vaccines-months-broad-trials.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

8/8

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-02-zika-vaccines-months-broad-trials.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-02-zika-vaccines-months-broad-trials.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

