
 

Chile lawmakers authorize abortion in
limited cases (Update)

March 17 2016

Lawmakers in Chile's lower house of Congress on Thursday approved
abortion in limited circumstances, the first step towards lifting a decades-
old ban on the practice in the socially conservative South American
country.

Under the measure approved by the Chamber of Deputies, abortion will
be allowed in cases of rape, risk to the mother, or when the fetus is no
longer considered viable. The Senate must now approve the draft.

Chile is one of the few countries in the world that does not allow
abortion under any circumstances at all.

"Incredible—the motion is passed," said the leader of the Chamber of
Deputies, Marco Antonio Nunez, after a heated debate of the draft
submitted by the government of President Michelle Bachelet.

"This is an historic day. We see the political will to let women make
their own decisions," said lawmaker Karol Cariola of the Communist
Party, which is part of the ruling coalition.

The deputies voted separately on each of the circumstances under which
abortion will be allowed. Each time, the margin of approval was wide.

Conservative opposition lawmakers have vowed to take the case to the
Constitutional Court.
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Abortion had been legal in Chile before 1989 in cases of risk to the
mother or an unviable fetus.

But ex-dictator General Augusto Pinochet outlawed the practice
completely before leaving power in 1990, and the prohibition remained
unchanged for more than two decades of democratic rule because of
pressure from the Roman Catholic Church and conservative groups.

An estimated 160,000 clandestine abortions are carried out each year in
Chile.

Bachelet, who is a pediatrician by training, has taken on conservative
groups in Chile by seeking to ease the country's tough abortion law. Polls
say 70 percent of Chileans support the new bill.

Conservative opposition lawmakers decried it as violating the rights of
the unborn.

"We could say that the military government, or the dictatorship,
whatever you want to call it, killed adults. You kill them before they are
born," said lawmaker Manuel Garcia.

"This is a setback for protection of the unborn," said Claudia Nogueira
of the ultraconservative Independent Democratic Union party.

Camila Vallejo, a lawmaker who backed the new law, said that if men
gave birth, "abortion would have been allowed long ago."

Most of the countries of Latin America allow abortion at least when the
life of the mother is in danger, although several have laws like Chile's,
such as El Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua, according to the New
York-based Guttmacher Institute, a think tank that focuses on sexual and
reproductive health and rights issues.

2/3



 

© 2016 AFP

Citation: Chile lawmakers authorize abortion in limited cases (Update) (2016, March 17)
retrieved 24 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-03-chile-lawmakers-authorize-abortion-limited.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-03-chile-lawmakers-authorize-abortion-limited.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

