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(HealthDay)—The rate of unintended pregnancies in the United States
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decreased from 2008 to 2011, according to research published in the
March 3 issue of the New England Journal of Medicine.

Lawrence B. Finer, Ph.D., and Mia R. Zolna, M.P.H., from the
Guttmacher Institute in New York City, used national data to calculate
pregnancy rates for 2008 to 2011 according to pregnancy intentions, and
examined the outcomes of these pregnancies.

The researchers found that in 2011, 45 percent of pregnancies were
unintended, compared with 51 percent in 2008. Among women and girls
aged 15 to 44 years, the rate of unintended pregnancy decreased by 18
percent from 2008 to 2011, from 54 to 45 per 1,000. For those who
were below the federal poverty level or cohabiting, the rates of
unintended pregnancy were two to three times the national average.
Racial disparities in the rate of unintended pregnancy persisted across
population subgroups, but narrowed between 2008 and 2011. During the
study period, the percentage of unintended pregnancies that ended in
abortion remained stable (40 percent in 2008 and 42 percent in 2011).
During the study period, the rate of unintended pregnancies that ended in
birth decreased from 27 to 22 per 1,000.

"Our findings show a substantial decline in the rate of unintended
pregnancy in the United States between 2008 and 2011, to a historic
low," the authors write.

  More information: Full Text (subscription or payment may be
required)

Copyright © 2016 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Decrease in rate of unintended pregnancies from 2008 to 2011 (2016, March 3)
retrieved 26 April 2024 from

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/unintended+pregnancy/
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa1506575
http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsa1506575
http://www.healthday.com/


 

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-03-decrease-unintended-pregnancies.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-03-decrease-unintended-pregnancies.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

