
 

Suspected Zika-linked birth defect on French
island

March 22 2016

French authorities said Tuesday there was "a very strong suspicion" that
the first case of microcephaly linked to the Zika virus had been detected
on the Caribbean island of Martinique.

The case would be the first on French territory of microcephaly, a birth
defect thought to be caused by Zika, the mosquito-borne virus that has
spread rapidly through South America.

French Health Minister Marisol Touraine said a total of 130 pregnant
women had been diagnosed with the Zika virus in the Antilles islands,
which include Martinique, as well as French Guiana on the South
American mainland.

"For one of them, we have elements that lead us to believe her baby has
contracted microcephaly and that this microcephaly is directly linked to
her infection with the Zika virus," said Touraine.
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