
 

Synthetic cannabinoids versus natural
marijuana—a comparison of expectations

April 27 2016

An article entitled "Comparison of Outcome Expectancies for Synthetic
Cannabinoids and Botanical Marijuana," from The American Journal of
Drug and Alcohol Abuse, studied the expected outcomes of both
synthetic and natural marijuana.

186 adults who had previously used both synthetic and natural
marijuana, as well as 181 who had previously used only botanical
marijuana, were surveyed about their expected outcomes of using either
type of cannabinoid. The results showed that the expected negative
effects were significantly higher for synthetic marijuana than for natural
marijuana across both categories of use history.

Despite the more commonly expected negative effects of synthetic
cannabinoids, the most cited reasons for using these compounds were
wider availability, avoiding a positive drug test, curiosity, perceived
legality, and cost.

Authors concluded, "Given growing public acceptance of recreational
and medical marijuana, coupled with negative perceptions and
increasing regulation of synthetic cannabinoid compounds, botanical
marijuana is likely to remain more available and more popular than
synthetic cannabinoids."

  More information: Kirstin J. Lauritsen et al. Comparison of outcome
expectancies for synthetic cannabinoids and botanical marijuana, The
American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse (2016). DOI:

1/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/negative+effects/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/negative+effects/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/synthetic+marijuana/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/medical+marijuana/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3109/00952990.2015.1135158


 

10.3109/00952990.2015.1135158

Provided by Taylor & Francis

Citation: Synthetic cannabinoids versus natural marijuana—a comparison of expectations (2016,
April 27) retrieved 20 March 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-04-synthetic-
cannabinoids-natural-marijuanaa-comparison.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://dx.doi.org/10.3109/00952990.2015.1135158
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-04-synthetic-cannabinoids-natural-marijuanaa-comparison.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-04-synthetic-cannabinoids-natural-marijuanaa-comparison.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

