
 

Study finds consumer knowledge gap on
genetically modified food

May 27 2016, by Brad Buck

While consumers are aware of genetically modified crops and food, their
knowledge level is limited and often at odds with the facts, according to
a newly published study by a University of Florida researcher.

Last year, Brandon McFadden, an assistant professor of food and
resource economics at the UF Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences, published a study that showed scientific facts scarcely change
consumers' impressions of genetically modified food and other
organisms.

Consumer polls are often cited in policy debates about genetically
modified food labeling. This is especially true when discussing whether
food that is genetically modified should carry mandatory labels,
McFadden said. In conducting their current study, McFadden and his
colleague, Jayson Lusk, an agricultural economics professor at
Oklahoma State University, wanted to know what data supported
consumers' beliefs about genetically modified food and gain a better
understanding of preferences for a mandatory label.

So he conducted the survey to better understand what consumers know
about biotechnology, breeding techniques and label preferences for GM
foods.

Researchers used an online survey of 1,004 participants that asked
questions to measure consumers' knowledge of genetically modified
food and organisms. Some of those questions tried to determine
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objective knowledge of genetically modified organisms, while others
aimed to find out consumers' beliefs about genetically modified foods
and crops.

The results led McFadden to conclude that consumers do not know as
much about the facts of genetically modified food and crops as they
think they do.

Of those sampled, 84 percent supported a mandatory label for food
containing genetically modified ingredients. However, 80 percent also
supported a mandatory label for food containing DNA, which would
result in labeling almost all food.

"Our research indicates that the term 'GM' may imply to consumers that
genetic modification alters the genetic structure of an organism, while
other breeding techniques do not," McFadden said.

As participants answered questions designed to measure their knowledge
of scientific data on genetic modification, respondents seemed to change
their statements about the safety of genetically modified foods,
McFadden said.

The study is published in the Federation of American Societies for
Experimental Biology Journal.

  More information: B. R. McFadden et al. What consumers dont know
about genetically modified food, and how that affects beliefs, The
FASEB Journal (2016). DOI: 10.1096/fj.201600598

Provided by University of Florida

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/genetically+modified+foods/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1096/fj.201600598


 

Citation: Study finds consumer knowledge gap on genetically modified food (2016, May 27)
retrieved 23 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-05-consumer-knowledge-gap-genetically-food.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-05-consumer-knowledge-gap-genetically-food.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

