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(HealthDay)—It is called the "Leonardo Project," and its primary aim is
to reconstruct the genetic makeup of one of the greatest minds in
history.
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The effort, which will use cutting-edge technology to decipher centuries-
old bits of DNA, may uncover what genes fueled Italian master
Leonardo da Vinci's extraordinary level of creativity.

A team of anthropologists, genealogists, microbiologists and art
historians began their work this month in the Italian city of Florence.

The Renaissance star painted both the "Mona Lisa" and the "The Last
Supper," even as he invented prototype designs for wildly futuristic
technologies such as the helicopter and the armored tank.

But the exact combination of inherited qualities and circumstances that
might drive such creativity, skill and accomplishment remain a mystery.

The problem: Most of this information has been lost since da Vinci died
in 1519, at the age of 67. Even the exact location of his grave has long
been in doubt.

But, if granted the necessary approvals, the scientists will compare DNA
from da Vinci's relatives, past and present, with bits of remains from the
master himself.

"We stand to gain not only greater historical knowledge of Leonardo but
possibly a reconstruction of his genetic profile, which could provide
insights into other individuals with remarkable qualities," said Brunetto
Chiarelli, of the International Institute for Humankind Studies in
Florence.

The multipronged project has already tracked down a group of Italian
residents of Florence, Vinci and Milan who are likely relatives of
Leonardo. DNA collected from such individuals could then be compared
with DNA extracted from remnants of hair, bones, skin cells and
fingerprints believed to be associated with da Vinci.
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Some of that da Vinci-related DNA ultimately may be retrieved using
technology that could extract genetic information from the 500-year-old
paintings and notes that the artist handled. Even the ancient dust layered
on top of such objects is a potential source of genetic interest, the
research team noted.

The project's objectives, methods and work to date were published
recently in a special issue of the journal Human Evolution. Chiarelli is
editor of the journal.

Part of that work to date includes a high-tech investigation of da Vinci's
father's tomb in Florence.

"I think everyone in the group believes that Leonardo, who devoted
himself to advancing art and science, who delighted in puzzles, and
whose diverse talents and insights continue to enrich society five
centuries after his passing, would welcome the initiative of this team,"
said Jesse Ausubel in a journal news release. He is vice chairman of the
Richard Lounsbery Foundation, which is sponsoring the project. "Indeed
[da Vinci] would likely wish to lead it were he alive today."

  More information: Here's more on The Leonardo Project.

Copyright © 2016 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Cracking the da vinci DNA code (2016, May 11) retrieved 25 April 2024 from 
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-05-da-vinci-dna-code.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://www.pontecorboli.com/digital1/blog/2016/05/05/using-new-anthropological-biological-tools-learn-leonardo-da-vinci
http://www.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-05-da-vinci-dna-code.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

