
 

Performance, quality measures updated for
patients with atrial fibrillation

June 27 2016

The American College of Cardiology and the American Heart
Association today released updated clinical performance and quality
measures for treating adult patients with atrial fibrillation or atrial
flutter. This document updates the previous measure set that was
released in 2008 and for which implementation notes were issued in
2011.

"Atrial fibrillation is the most common cardiac arrhythmia in the United
States," said Paul A. Heidenreich, M.D., M.S., FACC, professor and
vice-chair for clinical, quality and analytics in the department of
medicine at the Stanford University School of Medicine and the chair of
the writing committee. "This condition impacts between 2.7 million and
6.1 million American adults, and this number is expected to double by
2050. Updating the measure set was a priority for the ACC and AHA."

While the original measure set only included treatment in the outpatient
setting, the update includes the inpatient setting as well. This broadened
scope will further improve the continuity of care for these patients by
addressing the multiple settings in which they receive care. The new
measures also address care domains that were not previously included,
such as patient safety, effective clinical care, communication, and care
coordination.

The writing committee developed a comprehensive atrial fibrillation
measure that includes 24 total measures, including six performance
measures (three inpatient measures and three outpatient measures) and
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18 quality measures (10 inpatient measures and eight outpatient
measures).

"The writing committee believes that implementation of this clinical
performance and quality measure set by providers, physician practices,
and hospital systems will help to enhance the quality of care provided to
patients with atrial fibrillation in both the inpatient and outpatient
settings, and thereby improve their quality of life," said Heidenreich.

The document acknowledges that providers, practices or facilities may
choose to adopt some but not all of the measures in their entirety. The
clinical performance and quality measure set represented in the report is
intended to serve as an ACC/AHA atrial fibrillation measures library.
The writing committee aimed to ensure that the quality measures were
developed on the basis of guideline recommendations and were made
available to sites that may choose to implement them to look at the
quality of care rendered to patients with atrial fibrillation.

The measures will be added to the ACC's PINNACLE registry for
outpatient quality improvement during a future update.

  More information: The 2016 ACC/AHA Clinical Performance and
Quality Measures for Adults With Atrial Fibrillation or Atrial Flutter
will publish online today in the Journal of the American College of
Cardiology and Circulation: Quality and Outcomes. DOI:
10.1016/j.jacc.2016.03.521

Provided by American College of Cardiology

Citation: Performance, quality measures updated for patients with atrial fibrillation (2016, June
27) retrieved 26 April 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-06-quality-patients-atrial-

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/quality+measures/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/atrial+fibrillation/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jacc.2016.03.521
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jacc.2016.03.521
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-06-quality-patients-atrial-fibrillation.html


 

fibrillation.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-06-quality-patients-atrial-fibrillation.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

