
 

Global AIDS gains 'inadequate and fragile,'
UN chief says
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Civil rights activists march in Durban, South Africa, Monday July 18, 2016 at
the start of the 21st World Aids Conference to demand that the fight against
HIV/Aids be continued and that funding in the fight against the disease must not
be cut. U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told reporters that the gains the
world had made against AIDS are "inadequate and fragile" (AP Photo)

Actress Charlize Theron, singer Elton John and Prince Harry are joining
researchers, activists and policy makers at a global AIDS conference in
South Africa this week to debate ways to better treat and prevent the
disease.
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The gains the world has made against AIDS are "inadequate and fragile,"
U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told reporters Monday.

More than half the people around the world infected with HIV, or 20
million people, still don't have access to treatment, he said.

Countries last month at a U.N. meeting pledged to end AIDS by 2030,
but activists say more funding is needed, especially to fight tuberculosis,
the leading cause of death for people with HIV.

Thousands of activists marched on Monday near the conference venue in
the seaside city of Durban to demand more funding to fight the disease.

"Our governments are engaged in a cynical game of promising to end the
AIDS crisis and then refusing to put up the funds to do so," Asia Russell,
executive director of the New York-based Health Global Access Project,
said in a statement.

The United Nations is looking to raise $13 billion over the next three
years in support of goals that include reducing the number of new HIV
infections to below 500,000 a year by 2020, down from 2.1 million in
2015.

Youth is a special focus of concern. Last week, Prince Harry took a
nearly instant HIV test in London as part of his campaign to raise
awareness about the virus.
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Civil rights activists march in Durban, South Africa, Monday July 18, 2016 at
the start of the 21st World Aids Conference to demand that the fight against
HIV/Aids be continued and that funding in the fight against the disease must not
be cut. U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon told reporters that the gains the
world had made against AIDS are "inadequate and fragile" (AP Photo)
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Civil rights activists march in Durban, South Africa, Monday, July 18, 2016, at
the start of the 21st World Aids Conference. U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon told reporters Monday that the gains the world has made against AIDS are
"inadequate and fragile." He said more than half the people around the world
infected with HIV, or 20 million people, still don't have access to treatment. (AP
Photo)
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In this July 17, 2016 photo, a display by the South African advocacy group,
Section 27, stands for the World Aids Conference in Durban, South Africa. The
group is demanding protection equipment for community health workers in
South Africa, who are often exposed to communicable diseases such as
tuberculosis and exposure to blood without the required protective gear. South
Africa's attitude to AIDS since 2000 and for several years afterward set back the
country so badly that more than 330,000 people died because the government
withheld HIV drugs, a Harvard study found. (AP Photo)
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