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NYC law requires tampons in public schools,
jails

July 13 2016

New York City is becoming the nation's first city to require free
tampons and sanitary pads in public schools, homeless shelters and jails.

Democratic Mayor Bill de Blasio (dih BLAH'-zee-oh) signed the
measures Wednesday. The City Council approved them last month.

Schools, shelters and lockups already provide the supplies for free, to
some extent. Supporters say New York is pioneering by making the
requirement law in a range of settings, instead of more changeable
policy.

Those include restrooms that serve 300,000 sixth-grade-and-older
schoolgirls, plus shelters that house 23,000 women. The measures also

add the force of law to jail standards on sanitary supplies.

The supplies are expected to cost $2.5 million a year. The city budget is
$82 billion.

The jail provisions take effect immediately; the others in six months.
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