
 

Study reveals scope and characteristics of
adverse drug reactions in the general
population

September 19 2016

In a study of 1000 adult patients with unplanned admission to a tertiary
hospital in Singapore, the prevalence of adverse drug reactions (ADRs)
at the time of admission was 12.4 percent, and the prevalence of ADRs
causing admission to the hospital was 8.1 percent.

The most common ADRs were gastrointestinal-related, while the most
common drug category causing ADRs were cardiovascular drugs.

Patients with ADRs had a longer length of stay in the hospital than those
who did not (median 4 versus 3 days). Some of the ADRs may have been
partially predictable based on patients' genetics.

"This study is important because we have quantified the burden of
clinically impactful ADRs in the general adult population in Singapore
for the very first time. Furthermore, results of this study provide
essential directions to future pharmacogenomic research for reduction of
ADR-related hospitalizations in Singapore," said Professor Alexandre
Chan, co-senior author of the British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology
study.

Studies based on medical records review in the UK and other countries
have reported that the prevalence of hospital admissions caused by
ADRs range from 2.3 percent to 21.2 percent, and that a substantial
proportion of these ADRs are potentially preventable.
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  More information: Sze Ling Chan et al. Prevalence and
characteristics of adverse drug reactions at admission to hospital: a
prospective observational study, British Journal of Clinical Pharmacology
(2016). DOI: 10.1111/bcp.13081

Provided by Wiley

Citation: Study reveals scope and characteristics of adverse drug reactions in the general
population (2016, September 19) retrieved 10 May 2024 from 
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-09-reveals-scope-characteristics-adverse-drug.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/bcp.13081
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-09-reveals-scope-characteristics-adverse-drug.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

