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Why is prejudice so persistent?

It was that burning question which led University of Queensland School
of Psychology researcher Dr Fiona Barlow to contact an American
teacher who has become part of modern folklore.

In co-authoring The Cambridge Handbook of the Psychology of Prejudice
, Dr Barlow reached out to Jane Elliott, an educator who had a famous
response to the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.
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https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/the-cambridge-handbook-of-the-psychology-of-prejudice/07E1499F3EFD03B6551AD3131F1F3248


 

"Jane Elliott created a classroom activity for her white students that
would allow them to experience first-hand what being discriminated
against actually felt like," Dr Barlow said.

"The premise was simple - those with blue eyes were inferior to those
with brown eyes, and would be treated accordingly.

"Almost immediately, Jane Elliott saw the behaviour in her classroom
change, not only with the brown-eyed children who took to their task
with enthusiasm but also in the blue-eyed children who began to
struggle."

Dr Barlow and long-time collaborator Dr Chris Sibley of The University
of Auckland decided to contact Ms Elliott to see if she would contribute
a chapter to their 671-page handbook.

"We were both nervous and thought even if we emailed, she wouldn't
respond to us," Dr Barlow said.

"Not only did she agree to write the concluding chapter, she also
informed us prejudice was not the problem.

"She argues, convincingly, that prejudice is a secondary problem to the
hierarchal and unjust systems that prop up group inequality and allow
prejudiced attitudes to flourish."

A specialist in race relations, Dr Barlow said that prejudice was a
"complex, insidious, and ever-changing beast" that could impair, ruin
and end lives.

"Our book features cutting-edge research from scholars in the field, and
investigates prejudice in domains such as race, religion, gender and
appearance," Dr Barlow said.
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"We provide a comprehensive examination of prejudice from its
evolutionary beginnings and environmental influences through to its
manifestations and consequences.

"For those passionate about understanding prejudice, social change,
collective action and reducing prejudice, it is an essential resource.

"We challenge researchers and readers to move beyond their comfort
zone, and set the agenda for future avenues of research, policy and
intervention."

Provided by University of Queensland

Citation: Battling prejudice still as important decades on (2016, November 15) retrieved 26 April
2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-11-prejudice-important-decades.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/prejudice/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-11-prejudice-important-decades.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

