
 

Small increase in hematocrit with
implantable testosterone
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(HealthDay)—Men treated with implantable testosterone pellets have a
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statistically significant increase in mean hematocrit, but it is unlikely to
be clinically relevant, according to research published in the December
issue of The Journal of Urology.

Russell P. Hayden, M.D., from Massachusetts General Hospital in
Boston, and colleagues examined the incidence and risk factors for
development of erythrocytosis in a multi-institutional retrospective
database analysis. Data were reviewed for 97 adult, hypogonadal males
(average age, 52 years) treated with testosterone pellets between 2009 to
2013.

The researchers found that the mean hematocrit was 43.9 and 46.1
percent before and after pellet implantation, respectively, corresponding
to a 2.2 percent increase (P 

"Although the data demonstrate a statistically significant increase in
hematocrit, an increment of 2.2 percent is unlikely to translate into
clinical relevance," the authors write. "Thus, for this cohort of patients,
implantable testosterone pellets appear safe in terms of the risk of
polycythemia."

  More information: Full Text

Copyright © 2016 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Small increase in hematocrit with implantable testosterone (2016, November 21)
retrieved 20 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-11-small-hematocrit-implantable-testosterone.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/risk+factors/
http://www.jurology.com/article/S0022-5347(16)30562-6/fulltext
http://www.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-11-small-hematocrit-implantable-testosterone.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

