
 

The dirty dozen: UN issues list of 12 most
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In this Monday, May 17, 2010 file photo, Dr. Mansour Samadpour points out a
growth of of salmonella in a petri dish at IEH Laboratories in Lake Forest Park,
Wash. The World Health Organization has issued a list of the top dozen bacteria
most dangerous to humans, warning that doctors are fast running out of
treatment options. In a press briefing on Monday, Feb. 27, 2017 the U.N. health
agency said its list is meant to promote the development of medicines for the
most worrying drug-resistant bacteria, including Salmonellae and Staphylococus
aureus. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, file)
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The World Health Organization has issued a list of the top dozen
bacteria most dangerous to humans, warning that doctors are fast running
out of treatment options.

In a press briefing on Monday, the U.N. health agency said its list is
meant to promote the development of medicines for the most worrying
drug-resistant bacteria, including salmonella and Staphylococcus aureus.

WHO's Marie-Paule Kieny said that if such priorities were left to market
forces alone, "the new antibiotics we most urgently need are not going to
be developed in time." She estimated that it would take up to a decade
for new medications.

WHO said the most-needed drugs are for germs that threaten hospitals,
nursing homes and among patients who need ventilators or catheters. The
agency said the dozen listed resistant bacteria are increasingly
untreatable and can cause fatal infections; most typically strike people
with weakened immune systems.

At the top of WHO's list is Acinetobacter baumannii, a group of bacteria
that cause a range of diseases from pneumonia to blood or wound
infections.

WHO's list was developed in collaboration with the University of
Tubingen in Germany and according to criteria assessed by international
experts.

Among the experts' and WHO's most pressing concerns were how deadly
the infections were, whether treatment required a long hospital stay and
how many current medicines exist.

In recent years, health officials have detected a few patients resistant to
colistin, the antibiotic of last resort. So far, doctors have been able to
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http://www.who.int/medicines/publications/global-priority-list-antibiotic-resistant-bacteria/en/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/new+antibiotics/
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treat them with other drugs.

But experts worry that the colistin-resistant bacteria will spread their
properties to other bacteria already resistant to more commonly used
antibiotics, creating germs that can't be killed by any known drugs.

According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, at
least 23,000 people die each year in the U.S. from infections caused by
resistant bacteria.
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