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3-D printing helps treat woman with spinal
condition

April 20 2017

Clinicians recently used 3D printing to help treat a woman with a
degenerative condition of the spinal column.

Standard spinal cord stimulation could not be performed on the patient
due to her spinal anatomy. By using 3D printing techniques to create a
model of the patient's lower spine, the investigators were able to find a
way to successfully insert a catheter to achieve spinal cord stimulation.

"3D printing may provide additional information to improve the
likelihood of access when anatomy is distorted and standard approaches
prove difficult," wrote the authors of the Neuromodulation report.

More information: Murray G. Taverner et al, Three-Dimensional
Printing: An Aid to Epidural Access for Neuromodulation,
Neuromodulation: Technology at the Neural Interface (2017). DOI:
10.1111/ner.12600
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