
 

New Mexico is 1st state to boost access to
overdose antidote

April 6 2017, by Susan Montoya Bryan

New Mexico is the first state to require all local and state law
enforcement agencies to provide officers with antidote kits as the state
works to curb deaths from opioid and heroin overdoses.

Gov. Susana Martinez was surrounded by advocates and others Thursday
as she signed legislation approved unanimously by lawmakers during
their recent session.

Under the legislation, certified opioid treatment centers would be asked
to consider providing education along with two doses of the overdose
antidote naloxone and a prescription to patients.

The bill includes no additional funding. Carrying out the provisions will
depend on available funding and supplies.

Advocates say it is cutting-edge legislation that will save lives.

New Mexico in 2001 also was the first state to enact legislation
increasing access to naloxone.
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