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Yemen cholera outbreak shows signs of
slowing: UN

June 27 2017

Scanning electron microscope image of Vibrio cholerae. Credit: Wikipedia

A cholera outbreak in Yemen, which has claimed 1,400 lives in two
months, shows tentative signs of slowing as fatality rates drop by half,
the World Health Organization said on Tuesday.
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Nearly 219,000 suspected cases have been registered since April 27 and
more than 1,400 people have died, the UN agency said.

The collapse of Yemen's infrastructure after more than two years of war
between the Saudi-backed government and Shiite rebels who control the
capital has made for a "perfect storm for cholera," the WHQO's senior
emergency adviser for Yemen, Ahmed Zouiten, said.

But fatality rates have dropped from 1.7 percent in early May to 0.6
percent now, he added.

He attributed the fall to emergency intervention by health workers.

Reported cases of cholera have also dropped in recent days with 39,000
over the past week compared with an average of 41,000 in previous
weeks.

But Zouiten cautioned that the decline in numbers might be due to
underreporting over the Muslim Eid al-Fitr holiday.

He said the total number of cases could still double before the outbreak
ends.

The United Nations has warned 300,000 people could contract the highly
contagious infection by September.

Hospitals have struggled to cope with the outbreak. The war has left less
than half of the impoverished country's medical facilities functional.

It has also pushed Yemen to the brink of famine, with some 17 million

people—two-thirds of the population—uncertain of where their next
meal will come from, according to the World Food Programme.
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