
 

Iowa hospital unwittingly posts 5,300
patients' data online

July 12 2017

The University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics says it accidentally posted
online the names, admission dates and medical records numbers of
around 5,300 current and former patients for two years.

The University of Iowa Health Care said in a news release Tuesday that
"a limited set of data" was inadvertently saved in unencrypted files
posted online through an application development site. The release
doesn't explain how it happened.

Spokesman Tom Moore says an online security expert reported the
posting April 29. The files were deleted two days later. He says the
website where it was posted confirmed the files were not copied. Moore
also says the files didn't contain clinical information, Social Security or 
credit card numbers.

University of Iowa Health Care notified the patients through a June 22
letter.

© 2017 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: Iowa hospital unwittingly posts 5,300 patients' data online (2017, July 12) retrieved 10
April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-07-iowa-hospital-unwittingly-patients-online.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is

1/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/clinical+information/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/credit+card+numbers/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-07-iowa-hospital-unwittingly-patients-online.html


 

provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://www.tcpdf.org

