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New biologic drugs, such as monoclonal antibodies and
immunotherapies in clinical development, designed to target metastatic
colorectal cancer (CRC) and stimulate the immune system to destroy
tumor cells are a significant advance in treatment over conventional
chemotherapy. A comprehensive overview of novel approaches to
combating CRC, the fourth most common type of tumor worldwide that
has already metastasized when diagnosed in more than 50% of patients,
is presented in Cancer Biotherapy and Radiopharmaceuticals.

In the article entitled "Molecular Targeted Drugs and Treatment of
Colorectal Cancer: Recent Progress and Future Perspectives," Fang
Geng, Zheng Wang, Hang Yin, Junxian Yu, and Banwei Cao, Beijing
Friendship Hospital, Capital Medical University, Beijing, China, provide
insights into the new biological agents approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration for metastatic CRC and their ability to extend
patients' medical overall survival. The authors also present a detailed
examination of investigational drugs currently in clinical trials, including
immunotherapeutic agents such as monoclonal antibodies targeting
PD-1/PD-L1, which have been approved to treat other types of cancer.
The discussion on future directions and prospects for novel therapeutic
strategies includes topics such as the promise of combination therapies,
and approaches to overcoming drug resistance.

"This review highlights the significant progress that is being made with
targeted biological agents alone, and in combination with chemotherapy,
for the treatment of metastatic colorectal cancer, including the use of
immunotherapy. It is a valuable resource for current research in this
area," says Cancer Biotherapy and Radiopharmaceuticals Co-Editor-in-
Chief Donald J. Buchsbaum, PhD, Department of Radiation Oncology,
Division of Radiation Biology, University of Alabama at Birmingham.

  More information: Fang Geng et al, Molecular Targeted Drugs and
Treatment of Colorectal Cancer: Recent Progress and Future
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