
 

Experts release US policy roadmap to reduce
antibiotics used in food animals

August 29 2017

Antibiotic resistance is a public health crisis that threatens the lives of
millions of people around the world. Yet, according to a new report
released today, the U.S. policy response fails to adequately address this
major challenge. The commission report was authored by 12 antibiotic
resistance experts from the fields of infectious disease medicine,
veterinary medicine, microbiology, epidemiology and public health,
including Co-Chair Lance Price, PhD, Director of the Antibiotic
Resistance Action Center, which is based at George Washington
University's Milken Institute School of Public Health (SPH).

The report, Combating Antibiotic Resistance: A Policy Roadmap to
Reduce Use of Medically Important Antibiotics in Livestock, is the
result of an eight-month collaboration by commission experts to craft a
roadmap, consisting of 11 core policy recommendations, to help move
the U.S. forward in addressing the contribution of livestock antibiotic
use to the growing global threat of antibiotic resistance. The
recommendations are aimed at a broad set of stakeholders: federal, state
and local policymakers, food companies, institutional food purchasers
(i.e. hospitals, schools and universities), and medical groups.

Without more urgent action, the World Health Organization, United
Nations, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention agree we
may soon be living in a world where antibiotics are ineffective against
many bacterial infections. Leaders from the top medical and public
health organizations agree that more prudent use of antibiotics in human
medicine and in livestock production is paramount. Of particular
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concern is the widespread use of antibiotics important to human
medicine in food animals; such use accounts for 70% of all sales of
medically important antibiotics in the U.S.

"Until we become better stewards of antibiotics, both in human medicine
and in livestock production, these life-saving drugs will continue to
become less effective, and the effectiveness of any future antibiotics will
be at constant risk," said Jason Newland, MD, who co-chaired the
Commission and is a pediatric infectious diseases physician at
Washington University in St. Louis and the Director of the
Antimicrobial Stewardship Program at St. Louis Children's Hospital.

The policy roadmap outlines 11 recommendations on how U.S. policy
can and should better address antibiotic use in food animal production
and its contribution to antibiotic resistance. The recommendations are
split into three key areas: decreasing livestock use of medically
important antibiotics, monitoring livestock antibiotic use, and enhancing
surveillance and data integration to inform antibiotic resistance policy.

"Some positive policies have been implemented to curb inappropriate
antibiotic use in U.S. food animal production, but they've been too slow
and fall far short of what is needed" said co-chair Price, who also is a
professor of environmental and occupational at the Milken Institute
SPH. "Antibiotic resistance is one of the greatest health threats of our
time. It's time for more concrete, comprehensive action from
policymakers, food companies, large food buyers, and medical groups.
We urgently need these policies to protect the public."

  More information: battlesuperbugs.com/PolicyRoadmap

Provided by George Washington University
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