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(HealthDay)—Seemingly benign, recurring patterns of joking around a
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single theme (joke cycles) can contribute to humorizing and legitimizing
sexual misconduct, according to an essay published online Nov. 12 in 
Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies.

Matthew R. Meier, Ph.D., from the West Chester University of
Pennsylvania, and Christopher A. Medjesky, Ph.D., from the University
of Findlay in Ohio, wrote an essay on the ideological implications of
certain commonplace jokes.

The authors drew upon Joseph Boskin's notion of the joke cycle, as well
as extant literature on rape culture and misogynistic humor, to offer a
critique of "that's what she said" jokes on the popular television series 
The Office.

"By treating the joke as a joke cycle, rather than as an idiosyncratic
discourse," the authors write, "we demonstrate how jokes, specifically,
form powerful discursive fragments capable of becoming cultural
commonplaces while reinforcing dangerous ideologies and bypassing
critical faculties."

  More information: Abstract/Full Text

Copyright © 2017 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Essay adds to discourse on impact of suggestive jokes (2017, November 28) retrieved
10 April 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-11-essay-discourse-impact.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/joke/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14791420.2017.1394578
http://www.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-11-essay-discourse-impact.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

