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(HealthDay)—The presence of trainees in an outpatient ophthalmology
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clinic is associated with longer appointment times, even for
appointments for which the trainee is not present, according to a study
published online Nov. 9 in JAMA Ophthalmology.

Isaac H. Goldstein, from Oregon Health & Science University in
Portland, and colleagues conducted a single-center cohort study to
quantify the correlation between the presence of trainees and efficiency
in an outpatient ophthalmology clinic. Data were included for 49,448
patient appointments with 33 attending physicians and 40 trainees.

The researchers found that appointments with trainees were significantly
longer than appointments in clinic sessions without trainees (mean, 105
versus 80.3 minutes). Even in appointments for which the trainee was
not present, the presence of a trainee in a clinic session was correlated
with longer mean appointment time (mean, 87.2 versus 80.3 minutes).
Among the 33 study physicians, three, one, and 29 had shorter, no
change in, and longer mean appointment times when a trainee was
present. The presence of a resident and a fellow was associated with a
lengthening of appointment times of 17 and 13.5 minutes, respectively.

"These results highlight a potential challenge of maintaining clinical
efficiency in academic medical centers and raise questions about
physician reimbursement models," the authors write.

One author disclosed ties to the pharmaceutical industry.

  More information: Abstract/Full Text
Editorial (subscription or payment may be required)

Copyright © 2017 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Longer appointment times in clinic where trainees present (2017, November 15)

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/ophthalmology/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/appointments/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/trainee/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/academic+medical+centers/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaophthalmology/fullarticle/2662674
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaophthalmology/article-abstract/2662668
http://www.healthday.com/


 

retrieved 20 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-11-longer-clinic-trainees.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-11-longer-clinic-trainees.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

