
 

Brazil to vaccinate 23.8 million people against
yellow fever
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In this Jan. 16, 2018, file photo, a banner explaining how the yellow fever is
transmitted hangs at the entrance of a park in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The World
Health Organization says 11 human cases have been confirmed through last
week and hundreds more found in monkeys. Sao Paulo closed its zoo and
botanical gardens Tuesday, Jan. 23, as a yellow fever outbreak that has led to 70
deaths is picking up steam. (AP Photo/Andre Penner, File)

Brazil is vaccinating more than 20 million people against yellow fever to
control a budding outbreak.
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The World Health Organization says that the campaign that began
Thursday is the largest ever using reduced doses that provide short-term
coverage but cover more people with the same amount of vaccine.

Yellow fever is common in Brazil, but the country saw an unusually large
outbreak last year, including in areas that don't usually see cases.

The Health Ministry says 130 cases have been confirmed and 53 people
have died in the current outbreak.

Some 23.8 million people in Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and Bahia states
will be vaccinated in coming weeks, most with fractional doses. The
WHO says a one-fifth dose provides immunity for at least 12 months.
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