
 

Philippines: Three deaths may be linked to
dengue vaccinations
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Department of Health Undersecretary Dr. Rolando Enrique Domingo, right,
gestures besides Philippine General Hospital Director Dr. Gerardo Legaspi,
during a press conference at the Department of Health office in Manila,
Philippines on Friday, Feb. 2, 2018. Philippine health officials say an
investigation has shown that at least 3 of 14 reported deaths of children injected
with the anti-dengue vaccine supplied by French-based Sanofi Pasteur may have
"causal association" to the inoculation, including two possible cases of "vaccine
failure." (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)
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Philippine health officials said Friday that the deaths of three children
injected with a Sanofi Pasteur dengue vaccine may have "causal
association" to the inoculation, including two who may have died
because the vaccine failed.

The Philippine government halted its massive immunization drive last
year after Sanofi said a study showed the vaccine may increase the risks
of dengue in people vaccinated prior to infection. More than 830,000
children were injected with the Dengvaxia vaccine, health officials said.

"This issue continues to sow fear and confusion, especially to the parents
of children who have been injected with Dengvaxia," Health Secretary
Francisco Duque III's office said in a statement. "We aim to give clarity
on the issues with an honest and objective reporting of the evidence and
science."

Duque said further study was needed on the vaccine. Investigators found
no evidence the rest of the 14 reported child deaths were related to the
vaccine.

Dr. Juliet Sio-Aguilar, who led the investigation, told a news conference
that only one of the three dead children had developed dengue
antibodies, which would have served as a protection against an infection,
but still died.

"We really want to know what happened," she said.

Sanofi Pasteur officials did not immediately issue any comment.
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Dr. Juliet Sio-Aguilar, right, of the Philippine General Hospital, explains her
presentation during a press conference at the Department of Health office in
Manila, Philippines on Friday, Feb. 2, 2018. Philippine health officials say an
investigation has shown that at least 3 of 14 reported deaths of children injected
with the anti-dengue vaccine supplied by French-based Sanofi Pasteur may have
"causal association" to the inoculation, including two possible cases of "vaccine
failure." (AP Photo/Aaron Favila)

The investigation results on the three deaths will be submitted to the
Department of Justice, which is looking into possible criminal liabilities,
Duque said.

Two weeks ago, Duque told reporters that Sanofi Pasteur has agreed to
take back huge stocks of Dengvaxia that have not been used and pay
back more than a billion pesos ($20 million) to the Philippine
government.
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Sanofi Pasteur said in December that its long-term follow-up study of
the vaccine showed sustained benefits for up to six years for those who
had a previous dengue infection, but that people who never had dengue
had an increased risk of a severe case and hospitalization from the third
year after immunization.

Dengue is a mosquito-borne viral infection found in tropical countries
worldwide. It is a flu-like disease that can cause joint pain, nausea,
vomiting and a rash and can cause breathing problems, hemorrhaging
and organ failure in severe cases.

WHO says about half the world's population is at risk of dengue, with a
recent estimate indicating 390 million infections per year. In the
Philippines, about 200,000 dengue infections are reported each year,
with less than 1 percent resulting in deaths, the Department of Health
says.
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