
 

EU set to miss target for halving road deaths
by 2020
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A traffic jam in Brussels

The EU admitted Tuesday it is unlikely to hit its target of halving road
deaths by 2020, saying that efforts to improve safety reduced fatalities
by just 300 last year.
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A total of 25,300 people were killed on EU roads in 2017, and 135,000
were seriously injured.

The bloc has poured money into its plan to make the continent's roads
safer but the number of deaths has barely fallen from the 26,000 seen in
2013.

The EU's transport commissioner Violeta Bulc acknowledged the target
of halving road deaths between 2010 and 2020 was no longer realistic.

"At this rate we will be struggling to reach our goal of halving road
deaths by 2020," Bulc told reporters.

Road deaths in the EU fell from 54,900 in 2001 to 31,500 in 2010 but
the decline since then has slowed considerably, stagnating in 2013-14
and even rising slightly in 2015.

As a proportion of the population, there were 49 deaths per million EU
inhabitants in 2017, down from 50 the year before, but there is a gulf
between the safest and most dangerous countries.

Sweden with 25 deaths per million population and Britain with 27 were
the top performers, way ahead of Romania on 98 and Bulgaria on 96.

The European Commission, the bloc's powerful executive branch, will
come out with new proposals next month to improve safety.

Full details have not been announced but Bulc said there would be a push
to improve road infrastructure, targeting investment at known accident
black spots to make them safer.
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