
 

AMA president calls physicians to lead in
addressing gun violence
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(HealthDay)—The issue of gun violence must be addressed by the
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physician leadership scientifically, in an evidence-based manner,
according to remarks issued by the president of the American Medical
Association (AMA) at the organization's annual meeting.

David O. Barbe, M.D., issued a call to action for physician leadership to
aid in the reduction of gun violence. Two years after declaring gun
violence a public health crisis, and as more than 30,000 Americans
continue to die annually from gun violence, he outlined why physicians
have a responsibility to lead in this issue.

In his speech, Barbe described the gun violence seen in the United
States, which claims the lives of nearly 100 people per day. For decades
the AMA has demonstrated leadership on this issue, recommending
common-sense gun safety precautions, waiting periods and background
checks for those wishing to purchase a gun, and increased mental health
service funding. Furthermore, the AMA has called on the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention to conduct epidemiological research
on gun violence. The issue of gun violence should be addressed by
continuing to search for and advocate science-based solutions.

"The AMA must not back down from addressing gun violence. On the
contrary, we must address it head on… scientifically, in an evidence-
based, principled fashion, and with the health and safety of our
communities, our fellow Americans, and our children as our chief
concern," Barbe said in a statement.

  More information: More Information

Copyright © 2018 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: AMA president calls physicians to lead in addressing gun violence (2018, June 15)
retrieved 8 May 2024 from

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/gun+violence/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/mental+health+service/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/mental+health+service/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/epidemiological+research/
https://www.ama-assn.org/ama-president-calls-common-sense-solutions-reduce-gun-violence
http://www.healthday.com/


 

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-06-ama-physicians-gun-violence.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-06-ama-physicians-gun-violence.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

