
 

Nearly 700 get Ebola vaccine in Congo; more
cases possible

June 1 2018, by Carley Petesch And Maria Cheng

More than 680 people have received Ebola vaccinations in the three
health zones where dozens of cases of the deadly virus have been
confirmed, Congo's health ministry said.

Health experts are pushing to find contacts of those infected, having
already located more than 1,000.

Nearly 500 people have been vaccinated in Mbandaka, the 1.2 million-
population provincial capital of northwest Equateur province, since May
21, the health ministry said late Thursday. More than 110 have been
vaccinated in rural Bikoro, where the outbreak began, and 70 in the even
more remote Iboko.

There have been 37 confirmed Ebola cases, including 12 deaths. There
are another 13 probable cases, according to the health ministry.

In an Ebola plan released this week by the World Health Organization,
the U.N. health agency predicted there could be up to 300 cases in the
coming months, noting there could be three times as many contacts to
chase if the virus spreads in urban, as opposed to rural, areas.

Although WHO said "more than half" of newly confirmed Ebola cases
had been previously identified, a substantial portion of cases are showing
up that were not being monitored, meaning the disease is in some cases
spreading unnoticed.
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WHO also said officials would likely need more triage, isolation and
treatment centers, possibly including one in the capital, Kinshasa. It said
additional aircraft, helicopters and boats were needed to manage the
challenging logistics of the outbreak and that it might ultimately cost $56
million to contain Ebola.

The U.N. health agency said that based on an initial assessment of
Bikoro, "there is an approximate movement of over 1,000 people per
day by river, road and air at major points of entry." It recommended that
neighboring countries strengthen their capacity to identify imported
cases of Ebola, including by implementing exit screening.

WHO said the risk of spread to elsewhere in Africa was high but that the
risk of global transmission was low. It added that even though experts
had concluded the outbreak conditions do not currently merit being
declared a global emergency, the situation would be reevaluated if the
epidemic spikes significantly or if there is international spread.

___

Cheng reported from London.

___

Follow Africa news at twitter.com/AP_Africa
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