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age, race/ethnicity, education level, and income, according to a study
published online July 12 in JAMA Ophthalmology.

Benjamin Otte, M.P.P., from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor,
and colleagues conducted a cross-sectional study using data from the
2015 U.S. National Health and Aging Trends Study for 7,497 older
adults, representing 43.9 million Medicare beneficiaries aged 65 years or
older.

The researchers found that about 92.4 percent of the estimated 43.9
million Medicare beneficiaries aged 65 years or older in 2015 reported
using eyeglasses for correction of distance or near vision. Between those
who reported using eyeglasses, differences in sociodemographics were
reported. The likelihood of using eyeglasses was significantly lower for
individuals who were older, were non-white, had lower education levels,
were less affluent, and had prior cataract surgery. About 61.7 and 84.8
percent used eyeglasses for distance and near vision correction,
respectively.

"This finding suggests that innovative public policy solutions are needed
to address these disparities among the large number of Medicare
beneficiaries who use eyeglasses," the authors write.

One author disclosed financial ties to the vision correction industry.

  More information: Abstract/Full Text

Copyright © 2018 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Sociodemographic disparities in eyeglass use among elderly (2018, July 13) retrieved 19
April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-07-sociodemographic-disparities-eyeglass-elderly.html

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/older+adults/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/older+adults/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/eyeglasses/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/financial+ties/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamaophthalmology/fullarticle/2687209
http://www.healthday.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2018-07-sociodemographic-disparities-eyeglass-elderly.html


 

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

http://www.tcpdf.org

