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In 2016, proportion of uninsured Americans
down to 10 percent

September 25 2018

(HealthDay)—From 2013 to 2016 there was a reduction in uninsurance
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among Americans from 17 to 10 percent, according to a report published
in September by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) and the
Urban Institute.

Laura Skopec, from the Urban Institute, and colleagues examined the
change in health insurance coverage during the first three years of
Affordable Care Act (ACA) implementation using data from the
American Community Survey for 2013 to 2016.

The researchers found that from 2013 to 2016 there was a reduction in
the share of non-elderly Americans aged O to 64 years without health
insurance from 17 to 10 percent, representing 18.5 million more
Americans with health insurance coverage. Uninsurance had been
predicted to be stable over the period without the ACA; therefore,
almost all of these gains were attributable to the ACA. Of the 18.5
million-person increase in coverage, 10.9 and 6.3 million more people
had Medicaid coverage and private non-group coverage, respectively.
Larger reductions in the uninsured rate were seen in Medicaid expansion
states versus non-expansion states, with a reduction in uninsurance from
15.3 to 7.6 percent in Medicaid expansion states and from 19.8 to 13.7
percent in non-expansion states.

"Data show the Affordable Care Act dramatically increased access to
affordable health insurance coverage for millions of people," Mona
Shah, program officer at RWJF, said in a statement. "Sustaining these
gains will require ongoing outreach to affected individuals and
governmental support that underscores a commitment to the importance
of health insurance coverage."
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