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U.S. Air Force orders day off training to
focus on suicide epidemic

August 4 2019

(HealthDay)—The U.S. Air Force has ordered a day off from training to
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focus on a suicide epidemic in its ranks.

The first-ever move was announced as the Air Force deals with 30 more
suicides among airmen so far this year compared with the same time last
year, CBS News reported.

"We lose more airmen to suicide than any other single enemy. Even
more than combat. Seventy-eight of our brothers and sisters have given
up on life this year alone," Chief Master Sgt. Kaleth Wright said in a
video message. "If we don't do something, we could lose up to 150, 160
airmen in 2019."

Last year, the U.S. Marine Corps had its worst year ever, with 77
suicides and 354 suicide attempts. The Corps' recently retired
commandant, Gen. Robert Neller, wrote that over four years, he had lost
224 Marines to suicide and only four to combat, CBS News reported.

More information: CBS News Article
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