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US vaping illnesses top 1,000, death count is
up to 18

October 3 2019, by Mike Stobbe
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This Aug. 28, 2019 file photo shows counterfeit packaging for popular vape
brands in a display case of a store in downtown Los Angeles. On Thursday, Oct.
3, 2019, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said 1,080
confirmed and probable cases have been reported in 48 states and one U.S.
territory. The count includes 18 deaths in 15 states. (AP Photo/Michael R.
Blood)
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The outbreak of U.S. vaping-related illnesses has surpassed 1,000 cases.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention said Thursday that
1,080 confirmed and probable cases have been reported in 48 states and
one U.S. territory. The count includes 18 deaths in 15 states.

The first illnesses occurred in late March. Recently, 200 or more cases
have been reported each week. Only Alaska and New Hampshire have
yet to report cases.

Doctors say the illnesses resemble an inhalation injury. Symptoms
include severe shortness of breath, fatigue and chest pain.

So far, officials have not identified a particular electronic cigarette,
vaping device, liquid or ingredient behind the outbreak. But most who
got sick said they vaped products containing THC, the ingredient that
gives marijuana its high.
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