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Insecurity threatens chance to end DRC
Ebola outbreak: WHO

November 22 2019
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The opportunity to quickly end the Ebola epidemic in the Democratic
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Republic of Congo could be lost due to violence in the country's east, the
United Nations said Friday.

DRC's President Felix Tshisekedi said earlier this month that the end of
the year was a realistic target to stamp out an epidemic that has killed
more than 2,000 people since it began in August 2018.

"We're so close to finishing," the World Health Organization's
emergency response chief, Mike Ryan, told reporters.

But Ryan said he was "alarmed...that the lack of access and a lack of
security is now preventing us ending this outbreak."

"If we lose this opportunity, we're going to be dealing with that reality
for months to come," he said.

The affected eastern DRC provinces of Ituri, North Kivu and South
Kivu, suffer from chronic insecurity, with various militia groups
operating in the region.

Insecurity has complicated the Ebola response since the outbreak began.
The use of two new vaccines has helped contain the virus, but WHO has
repeatedly stressed that vaccines alone are not sufficient without reliable

access to communities affected by the virus.

"We need security. We need an enabling operation that can provide
access for our staff to the front line in a secure manner," Ryan said.
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