
 

Use of locum doctors rising despite limited
evidence on quality and safety

November 12 2019

There is little hard evidence to support the widely held perception that
locum doctors present a greater risk of causing harm to patients,
according to new research published by the Journal of the Royal Society
of Medicine. While the research highlighted a number of factors that
may affect the quality and safety of locum practice, the research authors
said a better understanding is needed of the differences between the
practice and performance of locum and permanent doctors.

There have been growing concerns about the quality, safety and cost of
locum doctors among policymakers, employers, regulators and
professional bodies. Some high profile examples of poor locum practice
have hit the press and media. In response, organisations including NHS
Employers and NHS England have produced guidelines for organisations
using locums, locum agencies and locums themselves. However, the
research shows a lack of robust evidence to support the development of
such guidelines.

The University of Manchester researchers reviewed the evidence from
42 research papers to establish what was known about the quality and
safety of locum medical practice. Lead author Dr. Jane Ferguson, said:
"There are a number of factors which plausibly may affect the quality
and safety of locum practice, many of which are really about the
organisations who use locums and the ways in which they are deployed
and supported."

Some of the factors include the need for organisations to ensure that
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locums are fully included in systems for clinical governance including
clinical audit, continuing professional development and appraisal.
Policies and procedures should be fit for use by locum doctors as well as
permanent staff and should not presume knowledge of or familiarity
with local processes.

Importantly, say the researchers, organisations have a responsibility if
they have concerns about a locum to deal with them fairly, constructively
and properly and to liaise fully with both the locum and the locum
agency involved and, if necessary, with the General Medical Council.

Dr. Ferguson said: "While it is clearly reasonable to expect that locum
doctors take personal responsibility for their own professional
development, and display the same commitment to the medical
profession as other doctors, it seems likely that the quality and safety of
locum practice is fundamentally shaped by the organisational context in
which they work."

  More information: Jane Ferguson et al, The quality and safety of
locum doctors: a narrative review, Journal of the Royal Society of
Medicine (2019). DOI: 10.1177/0141076819877539

Provided by SAGE Publications

Citation: Use of locum doctors rising despite limited evidence on quality and safety (2019,
November 12) retrieved 26 April 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2019-11-locum-
doctors-limited-evidence-quality.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0141076819877539
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2019-11-locum-doctors-limited-evidence-quality.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2019-11-locum-doctors-limited-evidence-quality.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

