
 

Canadian patient with China virus showed
symptoms on plane

January 26 2020, by Rob Gillies

Canadian officials said Sunday that they are tracking down airline
passengers and others who were in close contact with the first person in
the country detected with an emerging virus that originated in China.

Dr. Theresa Tam, Canada's chief public health officer, said the man,
who is in his 50's, had mild symptoms when he flew from Wuhan to
Guangzhou, China, and then on to Toronto.

He was admitted to hospital a day after arriving on a China Southern
Airlines flight on Thursday. Officials said Saturday that the man was in
stable condition in isolation.

Tam said officials are locating passengers who were within a 2-meter
radius of the man's seat or anyone who may have served or helped him.

Tam said other passengers or people at the airports should not be overly
concerned. She said close human-to-human contact is necessary to
spread the virus.

"Any other passengers should remain calm," Tam said. She said the risk
to Canadians remains low.

While the illness was confirmed by a test in Toronto, official
confirmation would come after tests by the federal government's
National Collaborating Centre for Infectious Diseases in Winnipeg.
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The new viral illness was identified in China, where it has killed 56
people, and has spread worldwide.

Coronaviruses cause diseases ranging from the common cold to SARS,
or severe acute respiratory syndrome. SARS first infected people in
southern China in late 2002 and spread to more than two dozen
countries, killing nearly 800 including 44 Canadians.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.

Citation: Canadian patient with China virus showed symptoms on plane (2020, January 26)
retrieved 24 April 2024 from
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-01-canadian-patient-china-virus-symptoms.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

2/2

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/severe+acute+respiratory+syndrome/
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-01-canadian-patient-china-virus-symptoms.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

