
 

Hardest-hit China, South Korea count 938
new virus cases
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A worker wearing protective gears sprays disinfectant as a precaution against the
coronavirus at a shopping street in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Feb. 27, 2020.
The new illness persists in the worst-hit areas and spreads beyond borders. (AP
Photo/Ahn Young-joon)

As the worst-hit areas of Asia continued to struggle with a viral
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epidemic, with hundreds more cases reported Thursday in South Korea
and China, worries about infection and containment spread across the
globe.

For the first time, the coronavirus has caused more new cases outside
China, the epicenter of the outbreak, than inside the country. With Brazil
on Wednesday confirming Latin America's first case, the virus has
reached every continent but Antarctica.

The United States, which has 60 cases, hasn't been spared the fear that
has swept Asia, Europe and the Mideast. President Donald Trump
declared that the U.S. was "very, very ready" for whatever threat the
coronavirus brings, and he put Vice President Mike Pence in charge of
overseeing the country's response.

As the epidemic expanded geographically, worries about the COVID-19
illness multiplied.

"The sudden increases of cases in Italy, the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the Republic of Korea are deeply concerning," WHO director-general
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said.

Though the virus has pushed into countries both rich and poor, its arrival
in places with little ability to detect, respond and contain it brought
worry that it could run rampant there and spread easily elsewhere.
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A worker in overalls screen for fever at the entrance to a supermarket in Beijing
Thursday, Feb. 27, 2020. South Korea and China each reported hundreds more
virus cases Thursday as the new illness persists in the worst-hit areas and spreads
beyond borders. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)

Major gatherings have been eyed warily, with schools closing, churches
moving services online, food deliveries booming and many business
conferences and sporting events canceled. The Summer Olympics begin
July 24 in Tokyo, and Japan's top government spokesman said Olympics
preparations would proceed and the games would go on as planned.

South Korea reported 505 more cases Thursday, bringing its total to
1,766. Most of the new cases were in the country's fourth-biggest city,
Daegu, where the outbreak has hit hardest and the national government
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has mobilized public health tools to help the region's overwhelmed
medical system.

The South Korean and U.S. militaries postponed their annual joint drills
out of concerns over a viral outbreak that has infected soldiers in both
countries' armed forces, put many troops in quarantine and closed base
facilities. Twenty South Korean soldiers and one American service
member in South Korea have tested positive for the new coronavirus.
South Korea has already suspended some unilateral field training, and
the U.S. military was urging its personnel to avoid handshakes and large
gatherings if possible.

But there are signs the virus is spreading further in South Korea, with 55
cases reported so far in the capital, Seoul, and 58 in the second-largest
city, Busan. The country on Thursday also confirmed its 13th death;
most of them are still in and near Daegu.
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Workers wearing protective gears spray disinfectant as a precaution against the
coronavirus at a shopping street in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Feb. 27, 2020.
The new illness persists in the worst-hit areas and spreads beyond borders. (AP
Photo/Ahn Young-joon)

China reported 433 new cases along with 29 additional deaths.
Thursday's updates bring mainland China's totals to 78,497 cases, and
2,744 deaths.

Of the new cases, 383 were in the epicenter of the city of Wuhan, where
the virus first emerged in December. Wuhan also accounted for 19 of
the new deaths.

South Korea followed China in expressing dismay at travel restrictions
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imposed by other countries.

About 40 nations and regions so far have prohibited or restricted South
Korean visitors, according to Lee Tae-ho, Seoul's second vice minister of
foreign affairs, who described such moves as excessive and said his
government has been effectively utilizing its "world-best quarantine
capabilities."

But calls have grown inside South Korea for expanding its own entry
ban, which currently covers only visitors from China's Hubei province,
where Wuhan is the capital.
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In this Monday, Feb. 24, 2020, photo, workers clean as Muslim pilgrims
circumambulate around the Kaaba, the cubic building at the Grand Mosque,
during the minor pilgrimage, known as Umrah in the Muslim holy city of Mecca,
Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia on Thursday, Feb. 27, 2020, halted forei to the
holiest sites in Islam over fears about a new viral epidemic just months ahead of
the annual hajj pilgrimage. (AP Photo/Amr Nabil)

China has put Wuhan and nearby cities on lock down, many airlines have
reduced Chinese flights, and many places have increased monitoring of
arrivals from China, all resulting in far few Chinese arrivals around the
globe. Lee said the inflow of Chinese into South Korea has been reduced
by more than 80%.

In Europe, an expanding cluster of more than 440 cases in northern Italy
was eyed as a source for transmissions. In the Middle East, blame was
directed at Iran, which had 19 deaths, the highest toll outside China.
Saudi Arabia said early Thursday it would ban tourists from places with
confirmed outbreaks, including pilgrims coming for the Umrah or to
visit the Prophet's Mosque in Medina.

Shortly after Trump spoke about U.S. efforts on the virus, health
officials identified what could be the first community spread U.S. case.
The patient in California was not known to have traveled to a country
with an outbreak or had ties to a known patient. Most of the previously
confirmed U.S. cases had traveled to China, were evacuated from the
virus-stricken Diamond Princess cruise ship, or were family members of
those cases.

In South Korea, the largest cluster of infections was connected to a
Daegu branch of the Shincheonji Church of Jesus. Health workers have
finished testing 1,300 churchgoers who have exhibited symptoms, said
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Kim Gang-lip, South Korea's vice health minister.

  
 

  

A man with a protective mask walks on a pedestrian bridge Thursday, Feb. 27,
2020, in Tokyo. At a government task force meeting Wednesday on the virus
outbreak, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said he was asking organizers to cancel or
postpone major sports or cultural events over the next two weeks. (AP
Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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Backdropped by snow-capped Mount Fuji, a man casts his fishing rod into the
ocean on a quiet beach in Fujisawa, Japan, Thursday, Feb. 27, 2020. According
to local businesses in the area, the number of visitors has dropped significantly
since the outbreak of COVID-19. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)

The church gave a list of its 212,000 members nationwide to government
authorities, who plan to widen screening.

After many countries restricted travel from China to try to prevent the
illness from spreading, China itself is now heavily regulating arrivals
from abroad. State broadcaster CCTV reported South Koreans were
being monitored after Chinese authorities detected fevers in five
arrivals.
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© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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