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Iran reports 2 more deaths, 13 new cases of
new coronavirus

February 21 2020, by Nasser Karimi

Voters with face masks fill out their ballots in the parliamentary elections at a
polling station in Tehran, Iran, Friday, Feb. 21, 2020. Iranians began voting for a
new parliament Friday, with turnout seen as a key measure of support for Iran's
leadership as sanctions weigh on the economy and isolate the country
diplomatically. Also looming over the election is the threat of the new
coronavirus, which has been confirmed in five people in Iran this week,
including two elderly citizens who died in the city of Qom. Concerns over the
spread of the virus, which originated in central China, prompted authorities in
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Iran to close all schools and Shiite seminaries in Qom. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)

Iranian health authorities on Friday reported two more deaths from the
new virus that emerged in China and said the fatalities were from among
13 new confirmed cases of the virus in Iran.

The report by the semiofficial Mehr news agency came as Iranians voted
in nationwide parliamentary elections. After authorities reported two

earlier deaths this week, the death toll from COVID-19, the illness
caused by virus, stands at four in Iran.

So far, 18 cases have been confirmed in Iran, including the four who
died.

The spokesman of the health ministry, Kianoush Jahanpour, said the
newly detected cases are all linked with city of Qom where the first two
elderly patients died on Wednesday.

Jahanpour said the new cases were either from Qom or had visited the
city recently. He said four of them have been hospitalized in the capital,
Tehran, and two in northern province of Gilan.

Concerns over the spread of the virus, which originated in central China,
prompted authorities in Iran to close all schools and Shiite seminaries in
Qom, about 130 kilometers (80 miles) south of Tehran.

Also, earlier news reports said Iran had recently evacuated 60 Iranian
students from Wuhan, the Chinese city at the epicenter of the epidemic.
The students were quarantined upon their return to Iran and were
discharged after 14 days without any health problems.
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Qom is a popular religious destination and a center of learning and
religious studies for Shiite Muslims from inside Iran, as well as Iraq,
Pakistan and Afghanistan and Azerbaijan. It is also known for its cattle
farms.

Iran once relied heavily on China to buy its oil and some Chinese
companies have continued doing business with Iran in the face of U.S.
sanctions. Unlike other countries—such as Saudi Arabia, which barred
its citizens and residents from traveling to China—Iran has not imposed
such measures on travel there.

The new virus emerged in China in December. Since then, more than
76,000 people have been infected globally, with more than 2,200 deaths
being reported, mostly in China.

The new virus comes from a large family of coronaviruses, some causing
nothing worse than a cold. It causes cold- and flu-like symptoms,
including cough and fever, and in more severe cases, shortness of breath.
It can worsen to pneumonia, which can be fatal. The World Health
Organization recently named the illness it causes COVID-19, referring to
both coronavirus and its origin late last year.

There have been few virus cases in the Middle East so far. Nine cases
have been confirmed in the United Arab Emirates, which is a popular
tourist destination, and one case in Egypt. Of the nine in the UAE, seven
are Chinese nationals, one is a Filipino and another an Indian national.

Iran's neighbor Iraq, which has reported no cases of the virus, took
measures to contain it by suspending visas on arrival for Iranian passport

holders and direct flights between the two countries.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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