
 

Incidence of subclinical CT changes high in
COVID-19 cases
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(HealthDay)—The incidence of subclinical computed tomography (CT)
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changes in coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19) cases is high, with milder
severity seen on CT for asymptomatic versus symptomatic cases,
according to a study published online March 17 in Radiology:
Cardiothoracic Imaging.

Shohei Inui, M.D., from the Japan Self-Defense Forces Central Hospital
in Tokyo, and colleagues describe chest CT findings in an
environmentally homogenous cohort of 112 cases of COVID-19 from
the Diamond Princess cruise ship.

The researchers found that 73 percent of the cases were asymptomatic,
and 54 percent of these cases had lung opacities on CT. The remaining
27 percent of cases were symptomatic, and 80 percent of these cases had
abnormal CT findings. Lung opacities and airway abnormalities on CT
were seen more frequently in symptomatic versus asymptomatic cases
(lung opacity: 80 versus 54 percent; airway abnormalities: 50 versus 18
percent). More ground-glass opacity (GGO) was seen over consolidation
(80 percent) among asymptomatic cases, while symptomatic cases more
often showed consolidation over GGO (38 percent). In symptomatic
versus asymptomatic cases, the CT severity score was higher,
particularly in the lower lobes (symptomatic versus asymptomatic cases:
right lower lobe, 2 ± 1 versus 1 ± 1; left lower lobe, 2 ± 1 versus 1 ± 1; 
total score, 7 ± 4 versus 4 ± 2).

"Asymptomatic cases showed more GGO over consolidation and milder
extension of lung parenchymal opacities," the authors write.

  More information: Abstract/Full Text

Copyright © 2020 HealthDay. All rights reserved.

Citation: Incidence of subclinical CT changes high in COVID-19 cases (2020, March 20)

2/3

https://medicalxpress.com/tags/cases/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/symptomatic+cases/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/total+score/
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/consolidation/
https://pubs.rsna.org/doi/10.1148/ryct.2020200110
http://www.healthday.com/


 

retrieved 26 June 2024 from https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-03-incidence-subclinical-ct-
high-covid-.html

This document is subject to copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private
study or research, no part may be reproduced without the written permission. The content is
provided for information purposes only.

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

3/3

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-03-incidence-subclinical-ct-high-covid-.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-03-incidence-subclinical-ct-high-covid-.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

