
 

Jordan goes on virus lockdown as Iran's
death toll mounts
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Although shrines are closed due to the new coronavirus, Shiite pilgrims make
their way to the shrine of Imam Moussa al-Kadhim, a key Shiite saint, during
preparations for the annual commemoration of his death, in Baghdad, Iraq
Friday, March 20, 2020. The government announced a weeklong curfew to help
fight the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus. For most people, the virus causes
only mild or moderate symptoms. For some it can cause more severe illness. (AP
Photo/Hadi Mizban)
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Air raid sirens echoed across Jordan's capital on Saturday to mark the
start of a three-day curfew, the latest mass lockdown in the Middle East
aimed at containing the coronavirus, which has claimed another 123
lives in Iran, home to the region's worst outbreak.

The latest deaths bring Iran's overall toll to 1,556 amid 20,610 confirmed
cases, according to figures released by the Health Ministry. Iran has
faced widespread criticism for its lagging response to the outbreak.

In one of the strictest measures yet, Jordan has ordered all shops to close
and all people to stay off the streets until at least Tuesday, when it plans
to announce specific times for shopping. Anyone caught violating the
curfew faces up to one year in prison.

Most people only experience minor flu-like symptoms from the 
coronavirus and recover within a few weeks, but the virus is highly
contagious and can be spread by those showing no symptoms. It can
cause severe illness, including pneumonia, in some patients, particularly
the elderly and those with underlying health problems.

More than 275,000 people have been infected worldwide. The virus has
killed more than 11,000 people, while more than 88,000 have recovered.

Several countries in the Middle East have closed schools, universities
and nonessential businesses. Many are threatening fines or jail time to
those caught violating the decrees.
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A man walks down an empty street in central Baghdad, Iraq, Friday, March 20,
2020. The government announced a weeklong curfew to help fight the spread of
the COVID-19 coronavirus. For most people, the virus causes only mild or
moderate symptoms. For some it can cause more severe illness. (AP Photo/Hadi
Mizban)

Iraq, which has reported 193 cases and 14 deaths, has struggled to
maintain a weeklong curfew in Baghdad as religious pilgrims have
continued to try to visit a major Shiite Muslim shrine in the capital.

The tiny, energy-rich nation of Qatar is warning citizens and residents to
honor home quarantine rules. The state-run Qatar News Agency said
authorities "captured 10 people" who broke the rules. It said those who
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disobey the orders could face prosecution.

In the Israeli-occupied West Bank, Palestinian security forces arrested
20 Muslim preachers for allegedly violating a ban on holding Friday
prayers, the Voice of Palestine reported. The Palestinian Authority,
which governs parts of the West Bank, has closed mosques and barred all
group prayers.

Abdallah Kmail, the governor of Salfit, said a village in the northern
West Bank was locked down after a man who returned from Pakistan
and tested positive for the virus participated in prayers held in violation
of the ban. The man was an adherent of Salafism, an ultra-conservative
interpretation of Islam, Kmail told the Voice of Palestine.

The Palestinian Authority has reported 47 confirmed cases, including 17
who recovered. Jordan has reported 85 infections, including one who
recovered. Qatar has reported 460 cases, including 10 who recovered.

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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