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Russia issues public transport warning over
coronavirus

March 10 2020

Russia on Tuesday recommended against hugging, handshakes and
taking public transport during rush hour as part of sweeping measures
aimed at preventing the spread of the coronavirus.

There are 20 confirmed cases of the deadly virus in Russia, despite the
country taking unprecedented steps to control its spread, including
closing its border with China and restricting travel from Iran and South
Korea.

Russia's human wellbeing agency Rospotrebnadzor on Tuesday appealed
to citizens to refrain from visiting public places, including shopping
centres, sports and entertainment events, and from using public transport
during peak times.

The recommendations could have a major impact on Moscow's metro
system which 1s one of the world's busiest and is used by as many as six
million people daily.

Rospotrebnadzor said Russians should also "limit your hugs and
handshakes when greeting".

Moscow city officials last week ordered Russians and foreign citizens
arriving from seven countries to self-isolate at home for 14 days.

The city said on its website Sunday that failure to comply with the
measures could result in a fine and up to five years in prison.
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More than 4,000 people have died from the virus and over 110,000 have
been infected worldwide, the majority in China.
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