
 

Spain to declare state of emergency over
virus outbreak
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A couple kiss, at the Barcelona airport, Spain, Thursday, March 12, 2020.
President Donald Trump, who had downplayed the coronavirus for weeks,
suddenly struck a different tone, announcing strict rules on restricting travel
from much of Europe to begin this weekend. For most people, the new
coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough.
For some, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can
cause more severe illness, including pneumonia. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez says the government will declare
a two-week state of emergency in a bid to contain the new coronavirus
outbreak.

Sánchez said Friday that Spain will "mobilize all resources," including
the military, to contain the sharp rise in cases.

The special measure allows the central government to limit free
movement, legally confiscate goods and take over control of industries
and private facilities, including private hospitals. Authorities can also
order special measures to ensure food supply and the country's industrial
output. Newspaper El País said that elections scheduled for early April
in two northern regions could be delayed as a result.

Sánchez said that it can't be ruled out that the country will see more than
10,000 cases next week. Health authorities have so far confirmed more
than 4,200 cases in the country, with nearly half of those in Madrid. That
is an increase of a third compared with one day earlier. A total of 120
people have died, and 189 have been declared as recovered, the Health
Ministry said.

"It's an emergency that affects the life and health of all. The government
is going to protect all citizens," he said.

He said the state of emergency would be declared on Saturday.
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Passengers wearing masks arrive at Adolfo Suarez-Barajas international airport,
outskirts Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 12, 2020. The vast majority of people
recover from the new coronavirus. According to the World Health Organization,
most people recover in about two to six weeks, depending on the severity of the
illness. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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A customer buy meat at the market of La Boqueria in Barcelona, Spain,
Thursday, March 12, 2020. Spain's Ibex 35, the benchmark stock market index,
registered it's worst day in 28 years of trading Thursday with stocks dropping by
14.06 percent as jitters over the economic impact of the virus outbreak
intensified. For most people, the new coronavirus causes only mild or moderate
symptoms, such as fever and cough. For some, especially older adults and people
with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness, including
pneumonia. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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View of an empty gallery at El Prado Museum in Madrid, Spain, Thursday,
March 12, 2020. The spread of the new coronavirus continues disrupting normal
life in parts of Spain, and it's also affecting sports, cultural and all sorts of leisure
events after the government imposed a ban on gatherings of more than 1,000
people and to cut to a third the maximum audience of all venues holding indoor
sports or cultural events. Exhibitions, conferences, sports centers and museums
are closing in Madrid, including the Spanish capital's Prado Museum for the first
time in eight decades. The museum, which hosts works by Francisco de Goya
and Diego de Velazquez, among other Spanish and European artists, was forced
to shut down last during the Spanish Civil War (1936-39). The vast majority of
people recover from the new coronavirus. According to the World Health
Organization, most people recover in about two to six weeks, depending on the
severity of the illness. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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People look on as a man puts a notice informing costumers the bar is closing to
prevent coronavirus, in Pamplona, northern Spain, Thursday, March 12, 2020.
For most people, the new COVID-19 coronavirus causes only mild or moderate
symptoms, such as fever and cough, but for some, especially older adults and
people with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness, including
pneumonia. (AP Photo/Alvaro Barrientos)
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A tourists wearing a face mask, visits the Sagrada Familia basilica in Barcelona,
Spain, Thursday, March 12, 2020. The basilica announced it will close its doors
to visitors and suspend construction from Friday March 13 to prevent the spread
of the new COVID-19 coronavirus. Spain, along with Italy and France, is among
the countries worst hit by the virus so far in Europe. For most people, the new
coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough.
For some, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can
cause more severe illness, including pneumonia. (AP Photo/Renata Brito)
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Passengers, some of them wearing masks, check flight status at Adolfo Suarez-
Barajas international airport, outskirts Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 12,
2020. The vast majority of people recover from the new coronavirus. According
to the World Health Organization, most people recover in about two to six
weeks, depending on the severity of the illness. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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A woman wears a face mask at La Paz hospital in Madrid, Spain, Thursday,
March 12, 2020. Exhibitions, conferences, sports centers and museums are
closing in Madrid, including the Spanish capital's Prado Museum for the first
time in eight decades. For some, especially older adults and people with existing
health problems, it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia. (AP
Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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A woman wears a mask to face costumers to prevent coronavirus, in Pamplona,
northern Spain, Thursday, March 12, 2020. For most people, the new COVID-19
coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough,
but for some, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it
can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia. (AP Photo/Alvaro
Barrientos)
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A highway toll station worker wears protective gloves while handing over a
receipt, outskirts Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 12, 2020. The vast majority
of people recover from the new coronavirus. According to the World Health
Organization, most people recover in about two to six weeks, depending on the
severity of the illness. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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People wear face masks in a tourist bus in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March 12,
2020. Exhibitions, conferences, sports centers and museums are closing in
Madrid, including the Spanish capital's Prado Museum for the first time in eight
decades. For some, especially older adults and people with existing health
problems, it can cause more severe illness, including pneumonia. (AP
Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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View of empty galleries at El Prado Museum in Madrid, Spain, Thursday, March
12, 2020. The spread of the new coronavirus continues disrupting normal life in
parts of Spain, and it's also affecting sports, cultural and all sorts of leisure
events after the government imposed a ban on gatherings of more than 1,000
people and to cut to a third the maximum audience of all venues holding indoor
sports or cultural events. Exhibitions, conferences, sports centers and museums
are closing in Madrid, including the Spanish capital's Prado Museum for the first
time in eight decades. The museum, which hosts works by Francisco de Goya
and Diego de Velazquez, among other Spanish and European artists, was forced
to shut down last during the Spanish Civil War (1936-39). The vast majority of
people recover from the new coronavirus. According to the World Health
Organization, most people recover in about two to six weeks, depending on the
severity of the illness. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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Passengers rest at the Barcelona airport, Spain, Thursday, March 12, 2020.
President Donald Trump, who had downplayed the coronavirus for weeks,
suddenly struck a different tone, announcing strict rules on restricting travel
from much of Europe to begin this weekend. For most people, the new
coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough.
For some, especially older adults and people with existing health problems, it can
cause more severe illness, including pneumonia. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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A man looks at his phone in front of the information screen at Barcelona airport,
Spain, Thursday, March 12, 2020. President Donald Trump, who had
downplayed the coronavirus for weeks, suddenly struck a different tone,
announcing strict rules on restricting travel from much of Europe to begin this
weekend. For most people, the new coronavirus causes only mild or moderate
symptoms, such as fever and cough. For some, especially older adults and people
with existing health problems, it can cause more severe illness, including
pneumonia. (AP Photo/Emilio Morenatti)
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A woman wearing a protective mask walks past Real Madrid's Santiago
Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, Spain, Friday, March 13, 2020. Real Madrid have
said its players were being placed in isolation after one of the club's basketball
players, who share facilities with Madrid's soccer players, tested positive for the
COVID-19 coronavirus. That led to the instant decision by the Spanish league to
bring matches to a halt for the next two rounds. For most people, the new
coronavirus causes only mild or moderate symptoms. For some it can cause more
severe illness, especially in older adults and people with existing health problems.
(AP Photo/Paul White)
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A teacher works in an empty classroom at the Pompeu Fabra university in
Barcelona, Spain, Friday, March 13, 2020. Over 60,000 people have been
confined to four towns in Spain's first mandatory lockdown as infections for the
new coronavirus increase sharply, putting a strain on health services and pressure
on the government for more action. The government has closed museums and
sports centers, sent home nearly 10 million students and has asked people to
work remotely, while limiting crowds at public events in high risk areas in an
effort to contain the spread of COVID-19. For most people, the new coronavirus
causes only mild or moderate symptoms, such as fever and cough. (AP
Photo/Emilio Morenatti)

© 2020 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed without permission.
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